A  PROJECT 

For  an  Equitable  and  lafting 

PEACE. 

Defigned  in  the  year  1643.  when  aff^rs 
flood  in  ballance  before  the  fecond  com- 
ing of  the  Scots  into  this  Kingdom,  from 
a  defire  to  have  kept  them  out  then. 

WITH 

A  Difquifition  how  thefaid  ProjeSi  may  now  be  re- 
duced to  fit  the  prefent  conjun&ure  of  affairs, 

In  a  Letter  fent  to  divers  prudent  perfons  of  all  forts. 

For  preventing  the  Scots  bringing  an  Army  into  En* 
land  a  third  time,  or  making  themlelves 
Umpires  of  our  affaires. 

By  a  cordiall  Agreement  of  the  King,  Parliament, 
City,  Army5andofali  the  people  of  this  kingdome 
among  our  felves. 


Tro  me  prafente  Senatus  ,  hominumque  pr&teria  viginti  milliu  vefiem 
mutaverttnt.- —  §}uum  omnes  boni  non  recufarent^qnin  vel  pro  me^ 
vel  mecumperirenty  armi*  decer  tare  pro  me  a  faint  e  nolui,  quod  dr  vin- 
cere  &  vinci  InEtuoftim  reip*  fore  putavu  Cicero  in  Or  at,  ad  Spirit, 
pofi  Redit. 

Saluberimum  eft  Reip.  (i  magna  Imperia  diuturna  non  Jtnt9  ut  temporis 
modus  imponittir  quibns  Jurts  non  potefi,  Tit.  Liv. 

Printed  in  the  yeare  1648. 


A  L  e  t  t  e  r  fent  to  divers  prudent  Per- 
fons  of  all  forts. 

Humbly  pray  you  to  take  the  paines  to 
pernfefrji  the  Declaration  of  the  Lords 
and  Commons  affembled in  Parliament^  of 
the  fourth  and  his  Majefiies  of  the  twelfth 
ofuAugnfl.  1 642.  After  them  the  conf  de- 
rations dedicated  to  the  Lord  Major  and  Aldermen  of  the 
City  in  the  year  e  r  642.  Comparingthe  fecond fieetther- 
of  with  apart  of  the  Declaration  of  the  Army  of  the  14. 
of  June  1  6^j.from  thofe  words \  [_  But  becaufe  neither 
the  granting  of this  alone  <&c.  ]  to  thefe  £  we  defire  that 
the  right  andfreedome  of  the  people  to  reprefent  &C.  J 
And  in  the  laft place  the  ProjeSi  1  fend  yon -with  this, 
(  built  upon  the fame  foundation  :  which  was  ftrjl  layed 
in  the  Confederations,  and  which  the  army  once  thought 
frme  enough  to  fupport  their  hops  of  Common  and  equall 
right,  andfreedome  to  themfelves,  and  to  all  the  free  bom 
people  of  this  Land, )  at  as  much  leifure  as  you  may  ob- 
taine  from  your  many  other  great  occafions,  and  with  as 
much  attention  as  you  may  thinly  ft  to  bejiow  upon  apiece 
of  no  more  worth,  bearing  thefe  thoughts  in  your  minde 
while  yon  are  reading  it* 

A  2  1. Where 


(4) 

t.  Whether  it  had  not  been  honomble  for  the  King  and 
his  Party,  fafe  for  the  Parliament  and  theirs, and  equita- 
ble for  both,  to  haw  made  a  Peace  upon  the  temus  therin 
defignedat  the  time  of  the  writing  thereof \which  was  up- 
on thefrfi  newes  of  the  Scots  resolution  to  come  into  En- 
land  the  fecond  time, and  from  a  defire  to  have  hgpt  them 
out  then  by  agreeing  among  our  felves. 

2.  Whether  (under  favour,  and  with  all  humblenejje 
be  it  written^)  it  had  not  been  more  conducible  to  the  Ke- 
formation  andeflablijhment  of  Religion  in  the  Kingdomes 
^/England  and  Ireland  in  DoSlrine, WorfhiprDifcipline 
and  Government,  according  to  the  Word  of  God,  (which 
ought  to  be  the  onely  rule  thereof )  and  to  the  extirpation 
of  Popery Superjiition,H<ereJie,  Schifme,ProphaneneJpy 
andwhatfoever  may  be  found  contrary  to  found  Do3rine 
and  the  power  of  godlineffe  :  And  totheprefervation  and 
defence  of  the  Kings  Majejiies  perfon,  and  authority  ,  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  Parliament  of  Enghnd,and 
the  liberties  and  publique  weale  ofthnKingdome,forthe 
Kingand  all  the  fubje&s  thereof  at  that  time  to  have 
come  to  a  Peace  among  themf elves  upon  the  faid  defigned 
termes,  than  to  have  continued  the  Warre  by  calling  in 
grangers  to  their  refpeSlive  ajpjiance  upon  the  terms  pra- 
Siifedbyone  fide,  and  in  probability  defigned  by  the  other. 

3.  Whether  it  may  not  be  thought  more  expedient  for 
the  two  Houfes  of  the  Parliament  of  England;  and  the 

whole 


whole  people  thereof,  to  come  to  an  Agreement  with  his 
Majejiy  upon  the  fatne  terms  at  this  time  notwithjianding 
the  great  alteration  of  affaires  in  their  favour  fince  the 
Project  was  defigned,  than  either  to  ingage  in  a  new  War 
againfi  the  Scots,with  fitch  a  divifion  among  Engl f men, 
as  will  be  an  indubitable  con  fequent>  if  not  an  antecedent 
therofor  to  admit  them  to  beUnipiresin  the  affairs  (^En- 
gland, as  they  will  become,  if  the  differences  between  his 
Majejiy  and  his  Englifj  Subjects  fhouH  by  Gods  mercy 
come  to  an  Accommodation  upon  their  third,  as  thofe  be- 
tweenhis  Majejiy  and  the  Scots  did  upon  their  firfl  bring- 
ing an  Army  into  this  Kingdome. 

4.  Whether  any »,  and what  exception  can  betaken  to 
the  jujlice  or  equitableneffe  of  any  particular  Article  of 
the  ProjeSl,  even  at  this  time,  without  having  reJpeSt  to 
the  pra&icableneffe  thereof ,  whereof  perhaps  there  may 
be  leffe  doubt  ere  long,  though  I  yet  fee  no  other  fuffici- 
ent  ground  for  it  but  this ,  that  methinks  the  tide  is  turn* 
ing.  Such  are  the  revolutions  of  humane  affairs. 

And  U fly,  in  cafe  any  of  the  faid  Articles  fjall  be 
judged  though  neither  unjufl,  nor  unequall,  yet  impraSii- 
cable,as  things  now  Jiand,  whether  the  faid  ProjeSi  may 
not  be  reduced  to  fit  the  prefent  conjuncture  of  affaires 
with  fome  additions^  abatements  ,  or  alterations  \  and 
what  alterations,  abatements ,  or  additions  may  be  found 
jujiandreafonablefor  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  to 


inpjl  upon,  and  for  his  Majeflj  to  yeeldunto  in  reJpeSt  of 
the  change  andprefent Jiate  of  affairs. 

Secondly, to paffe your  cenfnre,  and  let  me  know  your 
fenfe  upon  all  the  forefaid  particulars  with  the  free- 
dome  of  a  freeman  of  this  Kingdome,  for  whom  1  con* 
ceive  it  to  be  law  full  with  due  fubmiffion  to  thofe  in  Au- 
thority to  confer  re  together  in  a  private  way  about  the 
bejimeanes  to  recover ,  and  maintaine  a  lafting  Peace  in 
the  Realm j  ejpecially  at  a  time  when  there  is  canfe  offeare 
that  it  may  be  yet  longer  difcontinued  by  the  coming  in 
of  grangers  in  Armes,  which  is  once  more  our  condition 
at  the  prefent.  And  in  particular  ,  How  you  conceive 
the  Militia  may  be  fetled  fo,  as  may  bee  honourable  for  the 
King,  and  yet  fafe  for  his  Parliament  and  Kingdome  of 
England,  according  as  is  defigned in  the  ProjeSi.  ZJpon 
the  receipt  of  which  favour  from  you  I  do  hereby  engage 
my  felfe  to  make  you  areturne  of  my  thoughts  upon  the 
fifth  andlafi  Article,  and  by  way  of  Advance  do  now  let 
you  hgow  that  to  the  three  firji  I  Jbouldmahg  a  fjort 
Anfwer  in  the  Affirmative,  to  the  fourth  in  the  Ne- 
gative. 

In  the  laji  place  I  do  here  promife  you  to  keep  your 
Anfwer  to  my  felfe  only  if  you  fhall  fo  require  me,  or  if  I 
fhal  publijh  it  with  your  leave, yet  never  to  difcvver  your 
name,  if  you  fhall  command  me  to  conceale  it.  In  ex- 
change of  which  promife  Imufi  crave  one  from  you  ,  to 

fuffer 
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fnjfer  no  Copie  to  be  taken  in  writing ,  nor  any  new  lnh 
prejponto  be  made  either  of  the  Proje5ty  or  of  this  Let* 
ter,  untill  I  mayjinde  the  feafon  opportune  for  the  Fub~ 
lication  of  them^  which  I  do  not  as  yet.  And  for  that 
reafon  though  1  fend  you  them  in  Print,  to  eafe  the 
trouble  of  tranfcribing,  I  have  made  fure  to  have  all  the 
Copies  in  my  own  keeping.   And  fo  I  remaine 

Dated  i»ni?—  1 648.     Sir  Your  moft  humble  fervant 

theCIimacterica!  yeer 
of  this  Kingdome. 

P.  D. 

Poftfcript. 

s  I  K, 

U P  on  fecond  thoughts  1  finde  it  neceffary  for  me  to  give  you  a  briefe 
account  why  I  did  notpublijh  this  Proje&  when  it  was  fir  ft  defigned, 
nor  in  all  the  long  time  fithence  elapfed,  and  yet  have  thoughts  of  doing  it 
noto.  Tou  may  therefore  pleafe  to  under  ft and that  my  purpofe  at  fir  ft  was  ts 
have  printed  two  (fopies  thereof,  the  one  at  London,  the  other  at  Oxford, 
to  avoyde  the  great  prejudice  of  being  reputed  partialis  But  before  I  could 
effeil  this,  it  came  to  my  knowledge  that  the  writer  of  the  Conjiderations 
had  found  meanes  to  have  them  put  into  the  hands  of  certaine  perfons  of 
prime  quality,  and  credit  in  both  places,  and  had  found  that  the  corner- 
ftone  of  his  Confederations,  and  of  my  Project  (borrowed  from  him)  Wat 
rejetled  by  fome  of  too  great  power  on  both  fides y  as  he  ferefaVr,  and  fore- 
tald  it  was  like  to  be*  This  made  me  give  over  my  purpofe  at  that  time. 
And  from  that  time  the  Defigne  lay  by  me  as  a  negletledandufeleffe  piece, 
till  the  Army  having  gotten  the  King  into  their  poWer  ,  was  upon  their 
march  from  Newmarket  with  an  intention  {as  was  voyced )  to  have 
brought  his  Afajefty  up  to  London  Without  more  ado.  The  apprehenfion 
I  then  had  that  this  might  prove  very  dangerous  to  the  Common-wealth  y 

if 
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(to the profrerity  whereof,  and  of. his  Majefiyy  if  I  know  my  owe  hem, 
it  beatethwith  anequalipulfe)  fiirred  me  jo  farre  that  I  was  once  more 
determined  to  .have  publijhed  my  ccncetpt  what,  and  no  more  was  needfull 
to  be  tranfatled  before  his  Majefiies  returne  to  his  Palace  at  Weftmujfter, . 
and  to  that  end  had  fent  this  fimple  Projed  to  a  Licencer.  In  this  nickjf 
time  forth  came  the  Armies  Declaration  of  'the  14.  <?/June  1647.  where- 
in finding  the  maine  of  what  I  had  ever  thought  very  expedient ,  if  not 
altogether  neceffary,  to  be  mainely  infifled  on  by  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,<W 
his  Officers  and  Souldiers,  I  was  much  rejoyced  to  fee  the  Vi>  or  kjv  here  unto 
I de fired  to  have  contributed  my  weake  indeavours  to  be  taken  into  abler 
hands,  and  there  I  left  it,  Whether  his  Excellency,  and  his  chief e  Officers 
(for  the  opinion  of  his  common  fouldiers  $nd.  their  Agitators'  u  to  me  of 
no  regard)  be  fince  fallen  from  what  they  then  declared  to  'be  their  deli- 
berate, and  determinate  judgemental  leave  Him,  and  them  to  give  an  ac- 
count to  God,  and  the  World,  lam  fur  e  tis  commonly  believed,  that  they 
onely  made  Jhew  of  being  of  the  m'wde  at  large  exprejfed  in  the  foremen- 
tioned  Declaration  to  ingratiate  themfelves  with  the  Kingdome,till  by  that 
meanes  they  had  quietly  gotten  all  the  ftrength  thereof  into  their  own,  and 
their  parties  hands  :  <ss4nd  that  they  are  at  prefent  the  mofl  averfe  of  any 
other  to  a  Perfonall  Treaty  at  London.  On  the  other  fide  it  is  too  mani- 
feft,  that  the  generality  of  the  Qty,  and  (fountry,  are  perhaps  too  violent 
for  his  Mafefties  coming  thither  without  ingaging  his  Roy  all  word  to  pajfe 
the  three  "preparatory  "Bills ,  apprehended  like  to  be  of  hard  digefiion 
to  his  Majefly,  and  it  is  further  apprehended  that  the  tW'o  Houfes  of  "Par- 
liament may  alfo  happen  to  be  divided  ufan  this  point.  Perchance  a  middle 
iv ay  may  be  found  as  fair e ,  a?id  fafe,  as  either  of  the  former,  and  not 
imp  affable  either  with  his  Majefiy  or  with  the two  Houfes.  This  induced 
me  now  to  fubmit  my  conceipt  to  the  cenfure  of  Vvifer  men,  <^yfnd  if  for 
the ground-work^it  Jhall  befo  happy  as  to  receive  any  meafure  of  approbati- 
on from  any  confiderable  number  of  fuch  as  your  felfe,  it  is  not  impoffible 
that  I  may  be  thereby  emboldened  to  expofe  it  to  the  eye  of  the  people y 
which  I  conceive  to  be  Jharper  than  the  fight  of  any  one,  or  of  any  few  of  the 
wife  ft  men  of  the  Land,  Sir,  I  crave  your  pardon  for  this  addition  to 
your  trouble,  and  remaine  as  before,  and  ever. 
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TO  THE 

KINGS 

Moft  Excellent 

MAJESTIE: 

And  to  the 

LORDS  and  COMMONS 

affembledin  Parliament, 


,1  MJfOV 


The  humble  petition  of  P .  D.  a  plaine  Conntreyman, 
arpelLwifher  of  the  City,  and  lover  of  truth,  rigb* 
teoufneffe  and peace,  in  hh  own  name,  and  all  theirs 
that  may  fubfcribe  hereunto. 

-rii till 'i^\>\qh*w:u:iiw  ^tiiSj^J)  fc%t  r.  v^.p'-f*  >      ~~ bn 

Mofl  humbly  Jherveth^ 

iHat  whereas  in  a  Petition  of  both  houfes  of  Parlia" 
raentprefented  to  your  Majefty  in  the  beginning 
of  your  Reigne  it  was  declarec^That  they  found 
it  an  undoubted  right  and  conftanr  priviledge  of 
ParliamentjthatHomemberofParnamentj  Acting  thePjrlia- 

B  2  ment 


mew,  or  within  the  ufuall  times  of  Pri viledge  of  Parliament, 
is  to  beimprifoned,  or  r^ftrained  without  fentence,  or  order  of 
theHoufejUnleffeicbe  for  treafon^fdony,  or  for  refufing  to 
give  (urecy  for  the  peace. 

And  whereas  in  the  Petition  of  righr,made  toyourMajefty 
by  the  Lords  and  Commons  afiembled  in  Parliament  in  the 
third  yeer  of  your  reigne,  it  was  declared,  That  nooffender,of 
what  kind  foever,is  exempted  from  the  proceedings  to  be  u(ed, 
and  punifhments  to  beinfli&ed  by  the  Lawes  and  Statutes  of 
this  your  Rea!me.  ~  '* 

And  whereas  by  the  exprefle  Lawes  and  Statutes  thereof, 
that  is  to  (ay,  by  the  S  tatute  called  the  Great  Charter  of  the 
Libertiesof  England,  and  by  a  Statute  made  in  the  28.yeere 
of  the  reigne  of  your  moft  noble  Progenitor  King  Edward  the 
third,  it  is  declared  and  ena&ed,  That  no  Freeman  may  be 
taken  or  imprifoned  but  by  the  lawfull  judgement  of  hisPeersj 
or  by  the  Law  of  the  Land$  nor  without  being  brought  to  ar> 
fwer  by  due  procefle  of  Lav/: 

And  whereas  by  two  other  Ads  of  Parliament,  theone  made 
in  the  3  8.  yeer  of  your  faid  glorious  anceftor,it  is  ordained  and 
aflented  That  all  they  that  make  luggeftions  to  the  Kinghim- 
felfe,  be  Tent  with  the  fuggeftions  before  the  Chancellour, 
Treafarer,  and  his  great  Councell,  and  that  they  there  ffnde 
furetie3  to  purfue  their  fuggeftions,  and  that  then  procefle  of 
the  Law  be  made  againft  the  perfons  in  that  manner  accu(ed| 
and  that  if  he  that  maketh  the  complaint  cannot  prove  his  in- 
tent againft  the  Defendant  by  the  procefle  limited  as  aforeteid, 
he  (hall  be  commanded  to  prifon ,  there  to  abide  till  he  hath 
made  gree  to  the  parry  of  his  damages,  and  of  the  (lander  that 
he  hath  fuffered  by  fuch  occafion,  and  after  (hall  make  fine  and 
ranfome  to  the  King. 

According  to,  and  by  the  meanes  of  which  good  Lawes  and 

Statutes 


Statutes  foiena&ed  and  declared  as  aforefaid,  juftice  hath 
heretofore  proceeded  againft  all  offenders  without  exception, 
and  all  innocent  fubjefts  of  this  kingdome,of  what  condition 
foever,  have  in  former  times  found  themfelves  fufficiently  fe- 
cured  againft  falfe  accufers,  untill  themoneth  of  January  in 
thefeventeenthyeereofyourMajeftiesreigne.At  which  time 
Articles  of  high  treafon  and  other  mifdemeanours  having  by 
your  Majefties  Atturney  been  preferred  againft  certaine  per- 
fons^am  on  g  which  Articles  thefe  two  were  theprincipalI,That 
they  have  traiteroufly  indeavoured  to  fubvert  the  very  Rights 
andbeingof  Parliaments^  and  that  for  the  compleating  of 
their  tray  terous  defignes,  they  have  indeavoured,  as  farre  as 
in  them  lay,  by  force  and  terrour  to  compel!  the  Parliament  to 
joyne  with  them  in  their  other  tray  terous  defignes,  and  to  that 
end  have  aftually  raifed  and  countenanced  tumults  againft 
the  King  and;Parliament :  yet  this  heavy  charge  againft  the  faid 
perfons,  being  themfelves  members  of  Parliament ,  was  not 
further  profecuted  againft  them,  neither  was  the  fuggeftor 
thereof  made  knowne,  through  whofe  default  it  belongeth 
not  to  your  Petitioners  to  inquire  or  judge,  otherwife  than 
in  our  private  confcience9,  fo  farre,  as  the  laid  default  is  one 
of  the  hinges  upon  which  the  Juftice  of  the  late  Warre  hath 
been,  and  ought  to  be  turned.    But  as  one  the  one  fide  we 
humbly  conceive,  that  either  juftice  ought  to  have  been  pro- 
fecuted againft  the  faid  accufed  perfons,  and  the  fuggeftor  of 
the  faid  Articles ,  according  to  the  Lawes  already  in  being  $ 
or  if  upon  this  occafion  there  were  any  defeft  found  in  the 
above-recited  Lawes  and  Declarations  of  Law,  then  fome  fuf- 
ficient  provifionall  Ordinance  in  amendment  of  that  defeft 
migh t  have  been  devifcd,  andapplyed  to  the  prefent  cafe  by 
the  wifedome  and  authority  of  your  Majefty  and  your  Parli- 
ament, that  juftice  might  have  proceeded  :  So  on  the  other 
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1ide  we  hope  we  may  prelume  to  fay,  (becaufein  truth  we 
think, )  that  no  inconvenience  which  might  have  occurred 
through  any  legall  proceeding  either  againft  the  faid  accufed 
perfons,  or  thtir  ftcret  accufer,  can  any  way  countervail  the 
many  mifchiefesj  which  have  enfued  upon  the  interruption 
thereof.  For  in  your  Petitioners  poore  obfervation  grounded 
on  divers  Declarations  of  your  Maj  efty  and  of  your  two  Hou- 
(es  of  Parliament^particularly  that  of  your  Majefties  of  the 
twelfth  of  Augufi  1642.  and  that  other  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons  of  the  beginning  of  the  faid  moneth,)  the  ob- 
ftruftionof  juftice  in  this  cafe  firft  hath  been  the  fcandalous 
occafion,  whether  given  or  taken,  of  a  like  ftoppage  in  the 
cafe  of  many  other  offenders,  and  more  efpecially  of  feme  not 
long  before,and  of  others  loon  after  by  Parliament  accufed  of 
the  fame  horrid  crime  of  having  intended  force  againft  the 
Parliament,  which  accufation  notwithftanding  was  not  further 
profecuted  againft  them.  And  this  unluckie  difturbance 
of  the  due  courfe  of  juftice  in  the  fupreme  Court  and 
Councellof  the  kingdome,  occafioned  a  fatall  divifion  in  it 
and  them,  and  was  the  true  rife  of  the  two  aftions  at  Warre, 
the  one  between  your  Majefty  and  your  Parliament,  and  the 
other  between  the  Parliament  and  your  Majefty,  which  hath 
fince  overrun  this  whole  Land  with  (uch  violence,  that  no 
preeminence  of  the  Crowne,  or  liberty  of  theSubjeft,hcw 
well  eftab!ifl\ed  foever,  have  been  able  to  ftand  before  it}  But 
force  throughout  prevailing  above  rights  a  fea  of  confuted  dis- 
order brake  in  upon  us,  and  a  face  of  barbarous  anarchy  for  a 
time  covered  this  whole  Real  me. 

In  tender  confideration  whereof  and  prevention  of  that 
utter  defolation,  which  muft  needs  fpeedily  overwhelme  this 
miferable  kingdome,  if  another  like  floud  of  civill  warre  fhould 
rife  upon  it,  your  Petitioners  humbly  proftrate  at  your  Maje- 
fties 


fties  feet,  do  thefe  implore  your  gracious  proteftion:  And  do 
moft  humbly  pray  your  Majefty  as  they  do  alfo  your  Parlia- 
ment, that  due  and  fpeedy  juftice  may  pafle  upon  all  per  fons, 
of  what  degree  or  quality  foever,  that  may  be  found  guilty  of 
any  intention  of  over-awing,  or  over-ruling  your  Majefty  or 
your  Parliament  betore  or  fince  the  beginning  of  the  late  War, 
thecurfediffiieofthathigheftmifdemeanour  and  treafbn  can 
be  devHed  againft  your  Majefty  and  this  your  kingdome:  and 
refpeft  ively  declared  to  be  fuch  by  your  Majefty,  and  by  you  r 
two  Houfes  of  Parliament.  Or  if  this,in  which  there  feemeth 
to  have  been  fbme  difficulty  in  time  of  peace,  ftiould  now  be 
grown  lefle  poffible  after  Co  long  a  warre ,  That  then  for  the 
time  paft  your  Majefty  of  your  owne  Princely  clemency,  and 
by  authority  of  your  Parliament  would  be  pleafed  to  pafle  an 
aft  of  oblivion,  ancf  to  grant  your  full  and  free  pardon  to  all  the 
aforefaidrefpeftively  accufed  perfons,  and  to  all  other  that  may 
be  guilty  of  the  fame  mifdemeanour  and  treafon  $  as  alfo  to  all 
thpfe  that  have  been  involved  in  the  late  warre  through  the 
falter  of  due  and  timely  juftice  in  thofe  originall  and  criticall 
Cafes. 

And  howfoever  that  for  the  time  to  come  the  Militia  of  the 
kingdomemay  by  aft  of  Parliament  be  for  ever  fetled  in  fuch  a 
way,  as  may  fafegard  the  Parliament,  and  all  the  Members  of 
bothHoules  thereof,  and  above  all  yourMajeftiesfacred  per- 
lonafwell  againft  all  tumultuary  aflemblies  of  the  people,  as 
from  all  attempts  by  way  of  force,  though  under  pretence  of 
authority  from  the  King*  Which  we  humbly  conceive  is  not 
impoflible  to  be  done  without  making  a  divorce  between  the 
Scepter  and  the  Sword,  which  have  been  for  fo  many  ages  joy- 
ned  in  marriage  by  the  providence  of  God,  and  Law  of  the 
Land.  And  that  in  and  by  the  fame  aft  of  Parliament  fevere 
defences  may  be  made  againft  all  other  un^awfull  prafthes  that 
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miyba  found  co  be  any  way  to  the  prejudice  of  that  intire 
freedome,  which  ought  to  be  maint  lined  in  all  Parliamentary 
proceedings  by  all  that  wiih  well  to  their  King  or  Coun- 
trey. 

That  immediately  upon  the  puffing  of  this  Aft ,  the  whole 
fouldiery  in  this  kingdome  may  be  di(b  mded,the  Committees 
for  thefaferyofthe.refpeftive  Coundes  diflblved,  and  that 
your  Majefty  thereupon  returning  to  Wifimiufter  3  all  other 
matters,  either  now  in  difference  between  your  Majefty  and 
your  Parliament,  or  between  the  two  Houfes  thereof,  or  men- 
tioned in  your  Ma jeftiesmoft  gracious  Meffage  of  the  twenti- 
eth of  January  1 64 1 .  or  in  any  other  Proportions  and  defires 
either  of  your  Majefty  or  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  efpeci- 
ally  thofe  which  concern  the  parity  of  R.eligion,8c  of  theWor- 
ftiip  of  God,  and  right  government  of  his  Church,  may  by  the 
united  authority  of  your  Majefty  and  of  your  Parliament  be 
fetled  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  Throne  of  the  kingdome  of 
Jefus  Chrift  may  be  ere&ed  in  the  due  height  thereof  in  this 
Realme,  and  the  Throne  of  his  Vicegerent  therein  may  not  be 
abafed,  nor  any  liberty  of  any  the  freemen  of  thiskingdom  in- 
fringed in  the  leaft  degree  without  your  Majefties  and  their 
free  and  full  confent  in  Parliament  $  it  being  (as  we  humbly 
conceive)  altogether  unjuft  and  unlawfql,  and  therfore  clearly 
cannot  be  either  profitable  or  durable  for  the  Kings  or  Sub- 
jects of  England  to  attempt  the  making  of  any  change,  even  to 
the  better,  of  the  Lawes  and  prefen  t  Government  in  any  other 
falhion. 

That  (as  the  moft  probable  and  powerfull  meanes  to  put  an 
end  to  all  ftrife,  and  to  prevent  all  partialitie ,  or  fufpicion  of 
partialitie  in  thefe  fupreme  Refolutions, )  all  the  Members  of 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  may  by  an  Ordinance  be  enjoyned 
to  take  fuch  an  Oath  as  maybe  devifed  for  the  fare  binding 
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them  to  give  their  Votes  according  to  their  con fciences  in  a!l 
things  put  to  the  queftion.  And  th3t  for  the  further  fecurity 
and  comfort  of  your  people,  your  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafednot  onely  to  give  free  admittance  to  fuch  Committees 
of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  as  may  bechofenby  them  hum- 
bly to  reprefent  the  reafonsof  their  Refolutions  to  your  Maje- 
fty, and  to  give  fatisfa&ion  to  any  dcubts  your  Maje- 
fty upon  advifement  with  your  Privy  or  LearnedCcunfe!  may 
have  about  them,  before  the  giving  of  your  conclufive  voice , 
but  that  of  your  Princely  grace  you  would  condefcend  fo  farre 
as  to  oblige  your  felf  likewife  by  a  voluntary  Oath  not  to  deny 
anything  that  tothebeftof  your underftandingfo informed, 
as  aforefaid,  fliall  be  really  for  the  good  of  your  Subjefts,  and 
that  may  advance  the  true  Proteftant  Religion,  oppofe  Popery 
and  Superftition>  fecure  the  Law  of  the  Land,  (upon  which  is 
builtas  well  your  Atfajeftiesjuft  Prerogative,  as  theproprietie 
and  libertie  of  the  Subjeft^confirme  all  Juft  power  and  privi- 
lege of  Parliament,  and  render  your  Majefty  and  your  people 
happy  by  a  good  underftanding :  which  are  your  Majefties 
owne  gracious  words  of  engagement  in  two  of  your  Mcflages 
from  Nolingham. 

That  becaufe  the  defires  and  mindes  of  the  Commons  of  this 
kingdome  cannot  certainely  be  underftood  by  the  Votes  of 
their  Reprefentants  in  any  one  Parliament,  (upon  which,  and 
many  other  prudent  confiderations  it  hath  been  by  our  wife 
Anceftors  provided,  that  the  Parliament  ought  to  be  held  at 
leaft  once  every  year^after  the  making  of  which  provifio  it  was 
long  before  any  Parliament  was  continued  to  a  greater  length;) 
That  it  may  be  agrecd,that  immediately  after  the  eftablifhment 
of  all  things  abovefaid  in  the  manner  aforefaid,  this  prefent 
Parliament  (hall  be  diflblved  by  the  free  confent  of  both  Hou- 
fes. But  thatbefore  the  diflblution  thereof  there  may  be  an 
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A&pafled  for  the  affuranceof  an  annuall  Parliament  in  the 
fame  manner  that  a  trienniall  is  now  aflured,  with  thefe  necet 
ary  fup  plementall  additions  thereunto. 

U  Onefor  the  regulating  of  Elections  in  (uch  a  manner  that 
they  may  be  more  free  and  teffe  chargeable,  as  well  to  the 
Countreyy  as  to  the  perfcns  in  competition  ^  and  that  re- 
turnes  may  not  be  fo  wholly  in  the  power  of  the  Sheriffe , 
\     and  of  that  party  he  fivouretfyas  hitherto  they  have  bki^ 
and  that  fome  more  ready,  eafie,  and  certiineway  may 
be  devifed  for  the  judgement  of  the  lawfulnes  and  truth 
of  returnes,  then  hath  beene  in  ufe  of  late,  to  the  manifeft 
hazard  of  thepubliqueiiberty,if  there  (hould  befuch  a 
confpiracie  of  Sherifes  as  may  be  imagined. 
2i  Another  for  the  fafe  condufting  oftbe  Members  of  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  to  the  place  appointed  for  the  hold- 
ing of  the  Parliament,  and  for  their  like  fafe  return  into 
their  Countries^by  the  Sheriffs  of  thejrelpe&iveGomKtes 
t hroqgh  which  they  are  t©  pafle^being  thecunto  required. 
But  thisonfy  as  oft  a*  the  Parliament  may  happen  to  be  at 
fembled  without  any  fignification  of  the  perfonall  plcap 
fure,and  command  ol  th^King  for  the  time  being. 
§.<  And  afibird,  as  well  for  the  prevention  of  the  uofeafona- 
blc  diffolution  of  Parliaments  without  the  confeotirf 
both  houfes,  as  for  the  affuranceof  the  diflblution  of  e- 
very  Parliament  within  the  (pace  of  one  ysere,and  for  the 
jBsJcingof  twoSeflkxns  thereof  at:  fuch  tim^^  as  by  the 
two  houfesflaaJIbe  rhoaghfcmdfccoiw^enjt- 
That  if  it  fbU  be  made  appease  unpen  Efficient  proofe  that 
your  Majeftiesfacred  perfon  was  in  atiy  apparent  dagger,  or 
hazard by  thole  tumults  at  Wcftnriofto',  which  have  been  al- 
ieaged  for  the  reafon  of  your  depart  ure  from  thence,  that  in 
that  cafe  it  may  be  publiquely  declared  and  recorded,  that 
your  Majefty  was  not  to  blame  in  withdrawing  your  felfe  from 
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your  Parliament  there,  the  rather  becaufe  yoar  Majefty  hath 
fince  been  pleafed  to  make  many  gracious  offers  to  give  a  meet- 
ing again  to  yoar  Parliament,  if  they  would  adjourneto  any 
other  place,  and  this  as  well  before,  as  after  the  beginning  of 
the  !ate  unnaturall  Warre.  But  if  upon  due  examination  it 
fliould  be  found  that  your  Majefties  heliefe  of  the  malice  ofcer- 
taine  pericwis  againft  your  facred  perfon,  (which  you  thought 
you  had  tcJo  great  reafon  to  feare  they  intended  to  feize, )  and 
of  the  evident  danger  not  your  feife  onely,  but  your  Royatl 
Confort,and  the  Princes  your  children  were  in  by  the  tumu!  ts 
raifed  and  countenanced  by  the  faid  perfons.hath  been  ground- 
ed only  upon  mifinformation,  and  that  the  failer  of  the  timely 
difcovery  of  the  faltehood  and  malicioufnefle  of  fach  informa- 
tion  happened  alfo  through  your  Majefties  owne  default,  in 
not  having  taken  the  courfe  by  Law  direfted  to  that  end$  that 
in  this  cafe  your  Majeftie  of  your  owne  meere  motion  may  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  acknowledge,  and  command  this  to  be 
publiquely  recorded  as  an  errour,  for  thepreventing  of  the  like 
in  future  times. 

That  if  all,  or  any  of  the  Lords,  Knights,  Citizens  and  Bur- 
gefles,  who  before,  or  after  the  beginning  of  the  late  Warre 
withdrew  themfelves  from  the  Parliament,  cannot  make  it  e- 
vidently  appearc that  they  could  not  continue  there  with  fach 
lafety  of  their  perfbns,  and  plenary  freedome  of  voting,  as  all 
members  of  Parliament  of  right  oughjt  to  enjoy,  that  in  this 
cafe  tbey,orfuch  ofthem  as  (haU  faile  in  full  proof  of  the 
point  abovefaid,  may  for  ever  be  difabled  to  fit  againe  in  this,  or 
any  future  Parliament  in  this  kingdome;  and  tmy  be  further 
cenfuredinfocha  manner,  as  to  the  vvifedome  of  therefpe- 
ftiveHoafesof  Parliament  (hall  feeme  juft  and  meete.  And 
that  howlbever  no  fuch  Member  of  either  Houfe  may  be  read- 
mitted without  making  a  publique  acknowledgment  of,  and 
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ffibmimon  for  their  fau!ts,wo  danger,  how  great  or  cercame  fo- 
ever,  being  fufficienr  to  excufe  them  for  having  failed  in  their 
duty  to  theirK ing&  country^either  by  concealing  their  minds, 
or  by  deferffag  their  (tations,  before  any  one  of  them  loft  any 
one  drop  of  his  bloud,wbich  ha  th  been  the  occafio  of  fo  much 
bfoadfhtd  of  their  fellow  fubjefts :  It  being  vifible  that  there 
could  have  been  no  breach  between  yourMajeftyand  your  two 
Houfesof  Parliamenr,if  all  their  refpe&ive  Members  had  conti- 
nued at  mfl^/wfler,  and  had  there  avowed  their  be^ng  of  the 
feme  judgement,which  they  have  fincedifcovered  otherwhere. 

That  the  publique  debt  contra&ed  by  occafion  of  the  char- 
ges of  the  late  warre  may  be  borne  by  the  partakers  therein  on 
that  fide,which  cannot  make  it  appeare  that  they  had  juft  caufe 
to  takeuparmes  becaufe  they  could  not  obtaine  jufiicebythe 
Law  of  the  Land,  in  fome  thing  that  was  either  of  abfblute 
neceffity  to  be  maintained  for  the  publique  weale,  or  at  leaft  of 
fach  importance  as  was  wcrchy  to  be  contended  about  by  arms$ 
(therebeing  no  other iufiititm.  caufe  for  thie  beginning  of  a  "c£ 
vill  Warre,  even  by  them  that  have  unqueftionabJe  authority 
roraake  one  :  )  And  if  both  parties  fliould  chance  to  failein 
tfie  prcofe  thereof,  (which  ifr  not  rmpoflible  in  the  general!, 
howfoever  it  may  fall  out  in  this  particular  cafe^)  that  in  this  e- 
vent  either  every  private  man  may  bearefucb  part  ofthe  dama- 
ges as  hath  fallen  to  his  (hire  ,  or  elfe  thatfuch  courfe  may  be 
taken  for  the  dividing  of  this  heavie  burden  among  all  them 
that  are  of  ability  to  beare  any  part  thereof,  as  may  make  it 
mofteafie  to  all,  and  oppreffive  to  none  of  them. 

That  if  your  Ma)efty(houldthmk,  orbeperfwaded5  that 
the  Lords  and  Commons  now  aflembled  in  Parliament  at  Weft- 
mnlter  are  incompetent  judges  of  the  three  laft  mentioned 
points,  in  refpeft  of  their  being  reputed  parties  ?n  the  late  War, 
to.  whom  notwithftandibg  for  thehonor  of  the  Parliaments  of 
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EsgUnd,  we  hops  neither  ycur  Majefty,  nor  thofe  \kmbers 
of  either  Houfe,  which  have  taken  part  with  your  M  ijefty  will 
be  unwilling  to  referre  either  the  examination,  or  decifion  of 
thofe  poincs  Co  neerly  and  highly  concerning  your  Majefty  and 
them^  if  the  forefaid  Lords  and  Commons  at  Weftminfter  fhall 
be  willing  to  bindethemfelves  by  fuch  an  Oath  as  hath  beene 
above  deligoed:  Yet  if  welhouldbsmiftaken  herein,  oratleaft 
in  the  third  point,  (which  we  do  our  felves  obferve  to  be  of  a 
different  nature  from  the  two  former,the  main  queftio  in  them 
being  of  matter  of  fad  onely,  whereas  thechiefe  controverfie 
in  the  latt  point  may  happen  to  be  about  matter  of  right:)and 
if  all  the  former  articles  being  by  God's  grace  affen  ted  untoon 
both  fides,  the  happy  conclufion  of  thefe  unhappy  broyles 
fhouldftick  only  there  $  In  that  cafe  we  crave  leave  inall 
humility  to  propound  whether  this  difference  may  not  be  ac- 
commodated by  (bme  fuch  expedient  asthis:  your  Majeftieto 
makechoyceof  a  certainenqmber  of  thofe  Lords  and  Com- 
mons which  have  continued  jntheParliament  at  We§minfler% 
and  they  to  chofe  a  like  number  of  thofe  that  have  withdrawn 
therafelves  from  thence  by  occafion  of  thelate  troubles,and  ei- 
ther all,  or  the  third  of  the  three  laft  points  aforefeid  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  determination  of  the  major  part  of  the  faid  elect- 
ed perfons  in  all  that  a  major  part  of  them  fhall  agree  in.  But  in 
whatfbever  they  may  happen  to  be  equally  divided,  the  arbitra- 
ting of  fuch  point3  or  points  to  be  referred  to  fome  one,  or  to 
the  major  part  of  fome  unequall  pumber  of  fuch  ftrangers  fa- 
mous for  wifdome  and  juftice,  as  may  be  joyntly  chofenby 
yourMajefty  and  the  aforefaid  Lords  and  Commons  at  Weft- 
mfajltr  for  the  finall  Umpirage  of  fuch  matter,  or  mat ters,as 
cannotbe  refolved  without  the  admifEon  of  forein  arbitrement, 
which  is  not  without  precedent  in  this  kingdome.  The  which 
expedient,  with  all  the  former  and  enfuing  parts  of  this 
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our  hurfcble  Peti tion,with  oar  felvsj  we  do,and  ever  (hall  accor- 
ding to  our  duty  with alllowlineflefubmit  to  the  cenfare  and 
refolution  of  your  Majeftie  and  of  your  Parliament, when  we 
have  firft  here  fincerely  profeffed  our  abhorring  the  leaft 
thought  of  preferring  any  thing  to  thofe  whom  we  ought  to 
obey,  or  of  raifing  any  third  partie  in  armes,  though  never 
fo  great  a  multitude  of  Officers,  and  fouldiers,  and  of  the  poor 
ruined  people  of  the  Kingdome  fhould  teftifie  their  adhering 
to  us  in  our  humble  defiresby  fubferibing  hereunto. 

And  laftly,  that  becaufe  there  is  fmall  caufe  to  hope  that  this 
kingdome  can  be  at  peace  againe  either  within  it  felfe,  or  with 
your  Majefties  other  kingdomes,  untill  it  and  rhey  have  made 
their  peace  with  God  5  and  becaufe  there  is  too  much  caufe  to 
feare  that  his  all-feeing  and  all-difcerning  Majefty  hath  been 
highly  provoked  by  more  than  one  of  thofe  meanes,  which 
hath  been  ufed  to  pacifie  him,  and  namely  at  firft  by '  the  long 
continued  negleft  of  publique  humbling  our  fouls  before  him, 
for  the  preventing,  or  fpeedy  determining  of  alike  bloody 
Warre  in  this  kingdome,  of  which  we  feemed  fo  fenfible  in 
Ireland and  fince  by  appointing  diverfedaies  to  that  end  by 
the  divided  authority  of  your  Majefty  and  of  your  Parliament, 
by  fafting  on  thole  day es  to  ftrife  and  debate :  but  chiefely  by 
prefuming  to  come  into  the  dreadfull  prefence  of  God  upon 
thofe  dayes  with  much  lefle  outward  expreffion  of  humble  re- 
verence and  fear  ,then  hath  been  (hewed  by  heathen  in  the  like 
occafion$  and  with  hearts  fraught  with  bitternefle  and  wrath, 
and  hands  full  of  violence  and  bloud  /  and  by  the  many  di£ 
confonant  Conftffions,  Petitions,  and  thankfgivings  have 
been  put  up  to  his  Divine  Majeftie  upon  thofeand  other  days  r 
That  in  amendment  of  all  theft  and  other  our  failings,  and  o-» 
ver-doings,  and  for  the  c  leanfing  of  all  your  Majefties  Realms, 
from  the  blood  wherewith  they  are  certainly  defiled,  (if 
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adventure  any  party,  or  perfon  may  wafli  his  or  their  hands 
from  the  guilt  thereof,)  Tome  one  or  more  daies,foone  after 
that  of  your  Majefties  meeting  with  your  parliament,  may  up- 
on their  petition  be  fet  apart  by  your  Majefty  for  a  moft  fb« 
lemne humiliation  of  all  the  people  of  all  your  Dominions. 
And  (as  a  neceflary  preparative  thereunto)  that  there  may  be 
a  convenient  number  of  godly  wife  perfons  chofen  by  your 
Majeftie,yourtwoHoufesof  the  parliament  of  this  kingdom, 
and  the  Commiffiorners  of  the  parliament  of  Scotland ,  and 
that  they  may  be  authorized  and  commanded  to  make  a  pru- 
dent and  diligent  enquiry  after  all  the  moft  crying  finnes  of  all 
the  Nations  under  your  Majefties  government,  and  thofe  in 
fpeciall  for  which  it  may  moft  probably  be  colle&ed  that  God 
hath  vifited  them  all  in  circuit  thefe  laft  yeeres ;  as  alfo  after  the 
moft  proper  meanes  to  appeale  the  fierce  wrath  gone  forth  a- 
gainft  your  Majeftie  and  them,  and  to  prevent  the  like  in  time 
to  come. 
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A  part  of  the  Declaration  of  his  Excellency  Sir 

Tboma*  Fairfax  f\o\v  Lord  Fair  fax  ^  with  the  Officers  and 
SouJdiers  of  his  Army,  figned  John  Rufhmrth  Secretary, 
and  dated  June  14. 1 647.  Printed  in  the  year  1 648. 


To  the  Reader. 

T purpofe  herein  is  as  to  furnifb  jou  with  the  abovementto- 
ned  'Declaration  at  a  cheaper  rate  then  buying  the  whole 
volume, fo  to  convince  the  Army  of  the  expedience, or  ra- 
ther neceffity  which  lieth  on  his  Excellency  and  his  Offi- 
cers to  vindicate  them) f  elves from  the  common  imputation 
mentioned  in  the  Pofticript  of  the  foregoing  gemrallLzt- 
tcr  to  that  end  only  >  and  not  from  any  evill  affeblion  towards  his  Excellency 
or  any  ofthemy*xceptingLeve\kts  of  what  ranl^fieve^of  whom  the  Wri- 
ter of  that  Letter  doth  here  publiquely  profejfe  his  refolute  and  utter  diflike, 
Vfifiing  them  fpeedily  to  repent,  leafitheybe  overtaken  by  that  heavie  f en- 
tente pronounced again fi  them* 

P  R  O  V.    24.  21,  22. 

MyfonftarethouTHE  LORD,  AN*  THE  KING,  and  med- 
dle not  with  them  that  are  given  to  change* 

For  their  calamity  (hall  rife  fuddenly,  and  who  knoweth  the  mine  of 
THEM  BOTH? 

ANd  Levellers  mufibe  {though  perchance  all  intend  not  fo)  that 
vcouldhave  no  King  in  England;  In  Which  rejpett  Ifball not  cafily  be- 
lieve that  any  Nobleman,  Knight%  or  Gentleman  fhottld  conjpire  to  pull 
down  that  Monarchy upon  which  all  the  advantage  he  hath  above  a  her 
wen  doth  entirely  depend  :  although  divers  be  given  out  in  the  whijpers  of 
that  party  to  be  favourers  of  that  Wild  deftgne.  Whom  I  hereby  pfay  not 
to  dejpife  this  advertifement,  but  to  take  fame  occafion  jpcedily  to  declare 
agamfl  it,  before  it  to  be  too  late*    tAndas  for  the  Levellers  tbemfelves, 
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and  their  quondam  Agitators  in  Army,  Clth  or  Countrey,  fince  they  allot* 
of  extemporary  Lay- preaching,  I  hope  thiy  will  take  no  offence  at  my  having 
given  them  a  text  not  totally ,  but  to  thinkjipon  :  i-hich  I  wifh  them  in  thtir 
mofl  feriom  thoughts  to  compare  with  that  others  John  4.  26.  and  then  to 
aske  themfelves,  whether  upon  the  fame  reafon  it  be  not  a  certain  truth,that 
he  who  faith  he  fear  eth  God,  and  yet  fearethnot  the  Kingj.z.the  Soveraign 
Power  ofwhttt  kind  foever  3  which  C]od  hath  fet  over  him,  whether  in  one,  or 
fe.WyOr  n?any,  is  you  know  rrhat>  For  he  that  fear eth  (that  is,  honoureth) 
not  the  K.  ing,whom  he  hath  feenjoow  fhonld  he  fear  e  God  whom  he  hath  not 
feen  ?  In  dejpifing  thofe  whom  Cjod  hath  placed  in  authority,  and  in  that  re- 
fpet~l  called  gods,  the  authority  of  God  himfelfe  is  dejpifed.  They  have  not  re* 
jelled  thee,  but  they  have  rejetled  Me,  that  I  fbould  not  reign  over  them> 
faid  God  to  Samuel,  Vvhen  the  people  of Ifrael  had ]  an  itching  to  be  altring  the 
G  over  nmentrBut  I  will  here  breakoff  this  difcourfe  wherein  my  Love  to 
the  mens  per fons  and  fouls,  though  I  hate  their  opinions  and  pratlifesjhath  a 
little  impertinently  engaged  me  to  fill  up  this  Jpare  T^aper. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

A  Part  of  the  Armies  Declar  at  ion  of  the 
1 4. of  June  1647. 

Ow  having  thutfar  cleared  our  way  in  thisbufinefie* 
we  fhali  proceed  to  propound  fuch  things  as  we  do 
jmmbly  defire  for  the  fetling  and  fecuring  of  our 
own  and  the  kingdomes  common  right,  freedome, 
peace,andiafety  as  followeth, 

1 .  That  the  Houfes  may  be  fpeedify  purged  of  fuch  Mem- 
bers as  for  their  delinquency  or  for  corruptions,  orabuft  to 
the  State  or  undue  Elections  ought  not  to  fit  there,  whereof  the 
lateEle&ionsin  Gornwal^Vaks^A  other  parts  of  the  kingdom 
afford  too  many  examples,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  peo- 
ples freedom  in  the  (aid  Ele&ions. 

2.  That  thofe  perfons^who  have,  in  the  late  unjuft  and  high 
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proceedings  againft  the  Army,  appeared  to  have  the  will^he 
confidence^credi^and  power3to  abufe  the  Parliament  and  Ar- 
my, and  endanger  the  kingdome  in  carrying  on  fuchthingsa- 
gainft  us  (while  an  Army)  may  be  Jbme  way  fpeedily  difabled 
from  doing  the  like  or  worfe  to  us  (when  difbanded  &  difperi^ 
and  in  the  condition  of  private  men)  or  to  other  the  free-borne 
people  of  England  in  the  fame  condition  with  us$  and  that  for 
that  purpaie  the  fame  perfons  may  not  continue  in  the 
feme  power  (efpecially  as  our  and  the  kingdoms  Judges  in  the 
higheft  truftf  but  may  be  made  incapable  thereof  for  future. 

And  if  it  be  queftioned  who  thefe  are:we  thought  not  fit  par- 
ticularly to  name  them  in  this  our  Eleprefentation  to  you,  but 
(hall  very  fpeedily  give  in  their  name?}  and  before  long  (hall  of- 
fer w7hat  we  have  to  (ay  againft  them  to  your  Commiffioner?^ 
wherein  we  hope  (b  to  carry  our  (elves,  as  that  the  world  (hall 
fee  we  aim  at  nothing  of  private  revenge  and  animofities,  but 
that  juftice  may  have  a  free  courfe,  and  the  kingdom  be  eafed, 
and  fecured  by  difinabling  fuch  men  (at  leaft)from  places  of  ju- 
dicature,who  defiring  to  advantage  and  fet  up  themfelves  and 
their  party  in  a  generall  confufion ,  have  endeavoured  to  put 
the  kingdom  into  a  new  flame  of  war  ,  then  which  nothing  is 
more  abhorrent  to  us. 

But  becaufe  neither  the  granting  of  this  alone  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  tofecure  our  own  and  the  kingdoms  rights.libertieSjind 
fafety,either  for  the  prefent  age  or  pofterity  ^  nor  would  our 
Propofals  of  this  fingly  be  free  from  thefcandalland  appearance 
of  Fa&ion  or  defignes  only  to  weaken  one  party  (under  the  no- 
tion of  unjuft  or  oppreffive)  that  we  may  advance  another 
(which  may  beimagined  more  our  own)we  therefore  declare, 

That  indeed  we  cannot  but  with,  that  fuch  men,  arid  fuch 
only,might  be  preferred  to  the  great  power  and  truft  of  the 
Common-wealch,as  are  approved.at  leaft  of morall  rightecuf- 

Di  ndfc, 


(**) 

neffe}  and  of  fucfi  we  cannot  but  In  our  wffhes  prefer  thofe3  that 
appear  afted  thereunto  by  a  principle  of  conscience  and  religi- 
on in  them. 

And  accordingly ,  we  do  and  ever  fhall  blefle  God  for  thofe 
many  fuch  Worthies,  who  through  his  providence,  have  beene 
chofen  into  this  Parliament  and  to  fuch  mens  indeavours  (un- 
der God)  we  cannot  but  attribute  that  Vindication  (in  part)  of 
the  Peoples  Rights  and  Liberties^  and  thofe  beginnings  of  a 
juft  R.eformation,which  the  firft  proceedings  of  rhisParliament 
appeared  to  have  driven  at3  and  tended  to;  though  of  lateob- 
ftru&ed^or  rather  diverted  to  other  ends  and  interefts,  by  the 
I3p  prevailing  of  other  perfons,  of  other  principles  and  conditions. 

But  y  et  we  are  fo  far  from  defigning  or  complying  to  have 
an  abfolute  or  Arbitrary  power  figned,  or  fetled,  for  continu- 
ance^ any  perfons  whatfoever^as  that  (if  we  might  be  fure  to 
obtaineit)we  cannotwifh  to  have  it  fo  in  the  perfons  of  any, 
whom  we  could  mod  confide  in,  or  who  (hould  appear  moft  of 
our  opinions,  or  principles,  or  whom  we  might  have  moft  per- 
fonall  aflurance  of,  or  intereft  in$  But  we  do  and  fhall  much  ra- 
ther wifh,that  Authority  of  thiskingdominParliaments(right- 
Jy  conftitutedj  that  is,freely,  equally,  and  fueceffively  cholen, 
accordingto  its  original!  intention)may  ever  ftand  and  have  its 
courfe.  And  therefore  we  (ball  apply  our  defires,ch!.  fly  to  fuch 
things5as(  by  having  Parliaments  fetled  in  fucha  right  conftitn* 
tion)  may  give  moft  hopes  of  juftice,and  rigbteoufteffe  to  flow 
down  equally  to  all,in  that  its  antient  channel,  without  any  o- 
vertures  tending  either  to  overthrow  that  foundation  of  Or- 
der, and  Government  in  this  kingdom^or  to  ingroflc  that  pow- 
er for  perpetuity  into  the  hands  of  any  particular  perfons ,  or 
party  whatfoever. 

And  for  that  purpofe,  though  (as  we  have  foundit  doubted 
by  many  men,  minding  fincerely  the  publick  good  :  but  not 
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weighing  ft)  fully  all  confequences  of  things)  it  may,  and  is  not 
unlike  ro  prove  that  upon  the  ending  of  this  Parliament,  and 
the  eleft ion  of  new,the  conftitution  of  fucceeding  Parliaments 
(as  to  the  perfons  ele&ed^may  prove  for  the  worfemany  waies, 
yet  fince  neither  ia the  prefent  purging  of  this  Parliament,  nor 
in  the  eleftion  of  new,  we  cannot  promile  to  ourfelves,  or  the 
king  alone,anaffiirance  of  juftice  or  other  pofitive  good,  from' 
the  hands  of  men,  but  thofe  who  for  prefent  appear  moft  righ- 
teous and  moft  for  common  good  (having  an  unlimited  power 
fixed  in  them  during  life  or  pleafure)  in  time  may  become  cor- 
rupt, or  fettle  into  parties  or  factions :  or,  on  the  other  fide,  in 
cafe  of  new  eleftions,thofe  that  (hould  fo  fucceed,m3y  prove  as 
bad,or  worfe  then  the  former. 

We  therefore  humbly  conceive,  that  (of  two  inconvenien- 
ces,thelefle  being  to  be  chofen)  the  main  thing  to  be  intended 
in  this  cafe  (and  beyond  which  humane  providence  cannot 
reaches  to  any  aflurance  of  poffitive  good)(eems  to  be  xhi^viz 
to  provide,that  however  un)uft,or  corruptee  perfons  of  Par- 
liament men,in  prefenr,or  future  may  prove,  or  what  ever  ill 
they  may  do  to  particular  parties  Cor  to  the  whole  in  particu- 
lar things) during  their  refpeftive  termes,or  periods,  yet  they 
(hall  not  have  the  temptation,  or  advantage  of  an  unlimited 
power  fixt  in  them?during  their  own  pleafures,  wherby  to  per* 
petuate  injuftice,or  oppreflion  upon  any( without  end  or  reme- 
dy) or  to  advance,or  uphold  any  one  particular  party^faftion  or 
intereft  whatfoever,to  the  oppreflion  or  prejudice  of  the  Com- 
munity,and  the  inflaving  of  the  kingdom  unto  al  pofterity,but 
that  the  people  may  have  an  equall  hope,or  poffibiKry,  if  they 
have  made  an  ill  choice  at  one  time,  to  mend  it  in  another,  and 
the  Members  oftheHoufethemfelves  may  be  in  a  capacity  to 
tafte  of  fubjeftion,as  well  as  rule,  and  may  be  inclined  to  confi- 
der  of  other  mens  cads^s  what  may  come  to  be  thdr  own. This 
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we  fpeak  of  in  relation  to  the  Houfeof  Commons,  as  being  in- 
trufted  on  the  peoples  behalfe,  for  their  iatereft  in  that  great 
and  fuprerae  power  of  the  Common-wealth  {viz,,  the  Legifla-, 
rive  power  with  the  power  of  finall  judgement)  which  being  in 
its  own  nature  fo  arbitrary,  and  in  a  manner  unlimited  (unleffe 
in  point  of  time)  is  moft  unfit,  and  dangerous  (as  the  peoples 
intereft)  to  be  fixt  in  the  per  fons  of  the  fame  men  during  life,  pc 
their  own  pleafures.  Neither  by  the  original;  conftitution;pf 
this  ftate,was  it,or  ought  it  to  continue  fo,nor  does  ic  (where- 
ever  it  is,and  continues  Co)  render  that  Stare  any  better  then  a 
Tyranny,  or  the  people  fub  jetted  to  it  any  better  then  Vaflals. 
But  in  all  States,where  there  is  any  face  of  common  freedeme, 
and  particularly  in  this  State  of  England^  fas  is  moft  evident 
both  by  many  pofitive  laws,and  ancient  conftant  cuftome)  the 
people  have  aright  to  new,  and  fucceffive  elections  unto  that 
great  and  fupreme  truflyat  certain  periods  of  time,  which  is  lb 
eflentiall  and  fundamental!  to  their  freedom,  as  it  cannot,or 
ought  not  to  be  denied  them,or  withholdenfrom  them,&  wich- 
out  which  theHoufe  of  Commons  is  of  very  little  concernment 
•to  the  intereft  of  the  Commons  of  England.  . 

Yetin  this  we  would  not  be  mifanderftood  in  the  leaft ,  to 
blame  thofe  Worthies  of  both  Houies^whofe  zealq  to  vindicate 
the  Liberties  of  this  Nation,  did  procure  that  Aft  for  Continu- 
ance of  this  Varhament,  whereby  it  was  (ecured  from  being  diC 
folvedat  the  Kings  pleafure  (as  former  Parliaments  had  been) 
a3  reduced  to  fuch  a  certainty  as  might  inable  them  the  better  to 
aflert,  and  vindicate  the  liberties  of  this  Nation  (immediately 
before  fo  highly  invaded,  and  then  alfbfo  much  indangered.) 
And  this  we  take  to  be;  the  principall  ends,  and  grounds  for 
which  in  that  exigency  of  time,and  affairs  it  was  procured^  to 
which  we  acknowledge  it  hath  happily  been  madeufeof,  but 
we  cannot  think  it  was  by  thofe  Worthiesintended,  or  ought 


tobe  made  ufe  of,to  the  perpetuating  of  that  fiipreme  truft,and 
power  in  the  perfons  of  any5during  their  own  pleafures  j  or  to 
the  debarring  of  the  people  from  their  right  of  elections  (to- 
tally now)  when  thofe  dangers  or  exigencies  weiepaft,and  the 
afFairs,andfafety  of  the  Common- wealth  would  admit  of  fuch 
a  change. 

Having  thus  cleared  ourgrounds  and  intentions(as  we  hope) 
from  allfcruplesand  mif-underftandings  :  in  what  follows  we 
fhali  proceed  further  to  propose  what  we  humbly  defire  for  the 
fetling  and  fe curing  of  our  own,  and  the  kingdoms  rights  and 
liberties  (through  the  bleffing  of  God)to  pofterity.  And  there- 
fore upon  all  the  grounds  premifed  we  further  humbly  defire  as 
followeth: 

3.  That  fome  determinate  period  of  time  may  be  fet  for  the 
continuance  of  this  and  future  Parliaments5beyond  which  none 
(hall  continue,and  upon  which  new  Writs  may  of  courfe  iflue 
out,and  new  ele&ionsfiicceffively  take  place  according  to  the 
intent  of  the  Bill  for  Trieqdiall  Parliaments. 

And  herein  we  would  notbe  mif  under  flood  todefirea  pre- 
fent  or  fudden  diflblution  of  this  Parliament  but  only  (as  is  ex» 
preft  before)  that  fbme  certain  period  may  be  let  for  the  deter- 
mining of  it,  fb  as  it  may  not  remain  (as  now)  contiriuable  for 
ever,  or  during  the  pleafure  of  the  prefent  Members  5  and  ,  we 
(hould  defire  that  the  period  to  be  now  fet  for  ending  this  Par- 
liament, may  be  fuch  as  may  give  fufficient  time  for  provifion 
of  what  is  wanting3and  neceffary  to  be  pafled  in  pointof  juftre* 
formatioq,and  for  further  fecuring  the  rights  and  liberties,and 
fettling  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  In  order  to  which  we  fur- 
ther humbly  offer. 

4.  That  fecure provifion  maybemadefbr  the  continuance 
of  future  Parliaments,  fo  that  they  may  not  be  adjournable  or 
diflblvable  at  thefcings  pleafure  or  anv  other  wayes  ,  then,  by 
tbeir  own  confent  during  their  refpe&ive  periods,  but  at  thofe 
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periods  each  Parliament  ro  determine  of  courfe  as  before.  This 
we  defire  may  be  now  provided  for,  (tf  it  may  be)  fo  as  to  put 
it  out  of  al  difpuce  for  fumre,though  we  think  of  right  ir  ought 
not  to  have  been  otherwife  before, 
•  And  thus  a  firme  foundation  being  laid  in  the  authority  and 
^  ccnftitution  of  Parliaments  for  thehopes,at  leaft,  of  common 
and  equal-right  and  freedom  to  our  felvesand  all  the  free-bom 
people  of  this  land,  we  (hall  hereby  for  our  parts  freely  and 
cheerfully  commie  our  ftock  or  (hare  of  intereft  in  this  king* 
dome  into  this  common  bottome  of  Parliaments.  And  though 
it  mry(for  our  particulars)  go  ill  with  us  in  one  voyage,yet  we 
Avail  thus  hope  (if  right  be  with  m)  to  fare  better  in  another. 

Thefe  things  we  defire  may  be  provided  for  by  Bill  or  Ordi- 
nance of  Parliament,  to  which  the Royall affent  maybe  de- 
fired,and  when  his  Majefty  in  thefe  things,  and  what  elfeihaM 
be  propofed  by  the  Parliament  neceflary  for  fecuring  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  thepeople,and  for  fettling  the  Militia  and  peace 
of  the  Kingdome  (hall  have  given  his  concurrence  to  put  them 
part  difpute,we  (hall  then  defire  that  the  rights  of  his  Majefty 
and  his  pofterity  maybe  confideredof  and  fetled  in  all  things, 
fofar  as  may  confift  with  the  right  and  freedom  of  thefubjeft, 
and  with  the  fecurity  of  the  fame  for  future. 

Thus  the  Army  the  laftyeer:  The  lip  offirtceritj,as  of  Truth  is  ft  able  for 
ever.  Let  them  now  declare  their  being  ft  ill  eft  he  fame  mind  inthe  laft,  and 
caphall  Article  y  the  Peace  is  made.  They  under  Godjhall  have  the  honour  to 
have  made  it,  And  the  Vthole  Kingdom  mil  bleffe  them.  For  though  by  the 
Oath  of  Supremacy  I  have  often  taken,  1 thtnkjny  felfe  obliged  to  adde, That 
his  Majefty  fhall  have  great  caufe  well  to  advifeupon  it  befire*he  part  with 
hi*  Privilege  of  dijfolving  all  future  parliaments  without  the  confent  of  the 
Houfes ,  upon  the  experience  he  hath  had  of  doing  it  but  in  one  ;  yet  by  his 
Ma  'je flies  having  heretofore  declared  his  inclination  to  treat  upon  the  Pro- 
polals  of  the  Army,  I  prefume  this  expedient  to  agree  that  Article,  {the 
i>ardeft  of  all  ether  to  be. agreed,)  would  not  fikkjHthka  Majefty- 
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